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Etor (1997) sees entrepreneurship 
as a business venture carried out either 
by one person as a sole entrepreneurship 
venture or jointly owned by two or more 
persons. The aim of such a business is 
not only to enhance the economic growth 
of the proprietor(s) but for the economic 
well-being of the community where it is 
cited as well as the overall economic 
emancipation of the state or nation. 
laura (2010) referred to an entrepreneur 
as an individual's ability to turn ideas 
into action. It includes creativity, 
innovation and taking calculated risk as 
well as the ability to plan and manage  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
project in order to achieve objective. 
laura remarks that scholars of 
entrepreneurship in variety of 
disciplines agree that age, gender, work 
status, education, income, motivation 
and perception are all significant socio 
economic factors in a person's decision 
to start a business. He notes that the 
above influencing views and opinions are 
also conditioned by culture and social 
norms. He also opines that external 
factors underlying exposure to an 
entrepreneurial culture can have a strong 
role in determining an entrepreneur. 
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 Abstract 
Education is the most important factor that shapes the destiny and 
future of individuals if it is functional to the receiver of such education. 
The government realizing the role of skill acquisition for socio 
economic development introduced entrepreneurial education in schools 
to enhance skill acquisition by students. The overall objective is to 
create employment and reduce poverty. Unfortunately, the 
entrepreneurial education is having a lot of challenges such as lack of 
specialized entrepreneurial teachers, lack of materials and workshop to 
teach entrepreneurial education. There are also problems of inadequate 
power supply especially in rural schools. For entrepreneurial education 
to be meaningful and result oriented, entrepreneurial education has to be 
taught with entrepreneurial specialist teachers in a well equipped 
entrepreneurial workshop. There should be adequate power supply in 
schools especially in rural schools. 
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laura (2010) stated that education can 
contribute greatly to the creation of an 
entrepreneurial and innovative culture of 
social intervention and that the training 
for entrepreneurship has indeed the 
following goal: to reveal usefulness and 
dynamic potential in each person. The 
potential is boasted by the development 
of classroom skills which will be useful 
in all activities of anyone's life. He 
remarks that the entrepreneur is not 
someone with a specific skill but 
someone who had his/her potential 
stimulated. Entrepreneurial education 
can also play an important role in the 
promotion of social cohesion through 
value recognition (laura, 2010). laura's 
view on the value of education for 
entrepreneurship was upheld by Dare 
(1997) who sees education as a human 
resource development. He states that 
education works as a self contained 
system that strives to provide skills and 
knowledge to youth. He stresses that 
collaboration between education and 
business can provide students with a 
variety of relevant learning 
opportunities such as field trips to 
reinforce classroom activities, move 
students from a general to a more 
applied knowledge base, focused career 
at the middle school level to inform 
students about available job and the 
requisite skills and credentials. Dare also 
maintains that work place opportunities 
directly expose students to the basic 
workplace skills and knowledge 
required by employers including  
 

interpersonal skills, competency with 
information system and technology 
communication, computation skills, 
thinking skills and personal qualities. He 
stressed that students who have 
participated in a variety of strategically 
planned work based learning 
experience have much greater entry 
level training of remediation as 
participating students make transition 
from school to work. Akinpelu (1992) 
also remarks that functional education 
raises the consciousness about the 
oppressive structure within which one 
lives and empowers people to organize 
themselves in order to   embrace 
existing realities.  
 
Entrepreneurial Education for 
Functional Literacy 

Cook in Otagburuagu (2007) saw 
functional literacy as the word for the 
building of a total person and for every 
form of development. He defines 
functional literacy as skills used by 
those engaging effectively in all the 
activities in which literacy is required. 
Bamgbose in Otagburuagu (2007) also 
sees functional literacy as achievement 
and occupation oriented. Having looked 
at functional literacy as achievement and 
occupation the question is what type of 
education is relevant to the youths so that 
instead of preparing students for 
certification, we should prepare them for 
employment. Opara (2007) stated that 
functional literacy is the practical ability 
to read and write, acquire practical and 
saleable skills to make a living in the 
world of work, acquire knowledge about 
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the world in which we live, being 
dynamic and abreast of recent 
inventions, discoveries, information 
technology and to utilize them in the 
ever-changing world; being able to 
associate, communicate and work 
together with others in unity, peacefully 
and successfully to achieve a particular 
purpose. 
 

Etor (1997) was of the opinion that 
for literacy to be meaningful and result 
oriented, it should be integrated with 
practical scheme of work. This approach 
and technique are based on the use of the 
system of vocational demonstrations. He 
pointed out that entrepreneurship like 
welding, iron work, electrical work may 
be adopted in the teaching of the basic 
tools and machinery as well as 
instructions in the application of basic 
skills in the relevant trade. He is also of 
the opinion that basic instruction on the 
reading of measuring tape used in 
engineering construction or in tailoring 
works and taking of basic measurements 
for sowing of baby's napkins, children 
and adult dresses are essential to 
consolidate trainee or worker's 
knowledge in reading, writing and 
calculating various dimensions. He 
remarks that the knowledge so acquired 
is finally consolidated in practical 
exercise in sewing the various types of 
dresses earlier designed by the master 
craftsman or entrepreneur and the trainee 
or worker. What Etor (1997) emphasized 
in the literature above is that students 
should be made to acquire both 
theoretical and practical knowledge in 

the school for them to effectively apply 
the knowledge gained in the field of 
work and these are the cardinal ways to 
promote entrepreneurship in the society. 
Secondly, it is also a measure of 
functional literacy in our education 
system. Rena (2006) emphasized on this 
when he stated that the roles of 
education in enhancing human 
resources development is that it is a 
process of increasing the knowledge, 
skill and capacity of all people in a 
society, encompassing in economic terms 
the accumulation of human capital, in 
political terms, preparing people for 
participation in democratic political 
process and in social and cultural terms, 
helping people to live lives bound by 
tradition.  
 
Entrepreneurial Education for 
National Development 

In Nigeria, there have been 
frequent cases of youth restiveness, 
armed robbery, prostitution, etc. These 
social maladies are not far from being 
associated with unemployment which is 
as a result of youths not being given 
necessary skills either in the school or 
places of work to enable them become 
either self employed or employees of an 
institution. To make Nigerian education 
system functional for total reduction in 
the crime wave in the country, 
entrepreneurial education should be 
stressed in the school curriculum at all 
levels. This will also enhance national 
development since Akinpelu (1992) 
noted that development embraces all 
the aspirations, dreams, goals of people, 
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nations and government and that to a 
developing nation like Nigeria, 
development is expected to be 
transformative. He went further to state 
that a developed nation is one in 
which the citizens experience a measure 
of fulfillment and happiness and in 
which they can realistically hope and 
work for better tomorrow. It is because 
the education system is not functional 
to students that it seems that there are 
greater number of unskilled graduates 
and illiterates. Olanrewaju (2008) 
amplified this when he stated that most 
of the problems in this country are 
traceable to the high rate/level of 
illiteracy. He attributes the issue of 
vandalisation to illiteracy. He states that 
anyone who is knowledgeable enough to 
know that when he cuts an electricity 
wire, he also suffers the consequence of 
lack of electricity along with others 
will think twice before he embarks on 
destroying electricity cables. The same 
thing goes for being healthy. If a person 
can read and write, he will most 
certainly be able to avoid certain things 
that can harm him, he will be able to get 
information from different sources on 
how to be healthy. He states that the 
nation benefits from this because it is 
only those who are healthy that can 
contribute to the development of the 
country. 
 

Although Olanrewaju's view on 
certain trends in the society seems to be 
a manifestation of the reality of our life, 
it cannot be solely attributed to high rate 
of illiteracy but either lack of functional 

education or general social vices that are 
prevalent in every nation. Osundare in 
Igwe (2011) remarked on this when he 
states that a country's level of 
development is a function of the level of 
mental and cultural evolution as the 
state of its educational advancement 
which is embedded on building a high 
level of literacy in all facets of the 
population. 
 

Igwe (2011) noted that 
Development generally means the 
improvement of people's lifestyle 
through improved qualitative and 
functional education: income, skill 
development and fulfilled employment. 
Development also means that people 
should be able to read and write. He 
states that educated labour force is a 
source of productivity for national 
development. It is important to note that 
the educated labour force is the labour 
with functional literacy, and this is what 
Nigeria needs in order to meet the needs 
of its present generation without 
comprising the ability of future 
generation to meet their needs (Igwe, 
2011). 

 
On the roles of school to inculcate 

functional education through 
entrepreneurship, Obi-Okoye (1997) 
remarked that the training and 
socializing function of schooling is the 
value added to an individual productive 
skills, when he/she enters the world of 
work. He stresses that education like 
land, labour and capital is viewed as 
factors of production that generates 
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wealth and also the means by which the 
social relation of production are 
produced as well as transferred. He 
points out that the development of 
human capital and economic growth 
would be seriously hampered if not 
jeopardized in the absence of effective 
literacy. 

 
Commenting on the role of 

entrepreneurial skills for national 
development Barker (1998) maintains 
that there is a growing recognition that a 
sustainable economy is one that gives its 
people both now and in the future a high 
quality of life as measured by objectives 
such as secure and improving income, 
job opportunities, social and political 
stability, education, health and clean 
environment, laura (2010) also remarks 
that sets of benefits that can be 
associated with entrepreneurship 
include contributing to economic 
growth by job creation and growth, 
fostering social and economic cohesion, 
unlocking personal potentials and 
satisfying a range of social interests, by 
making wealth, jobs and diversity of 
choice for consumers available.  
 
Factors Affecting Entrepreneurship 
Education in Nigeria 

The basic aim of entrepreneurship 
education is to foster skill acquisition 
for employment, self reliance and for 
socio economic growth of the nation. 
These account for the introduction of 
entrepreneurship education as a course 
in schools especially in secondary and 
tertiary institutions. But the question is 

how functional is the entrepreneurial 
education in the life of the students? A 
visit to some secondary schools and 
tertiary schools in Nigeria will 
definitely bring to the notice of the 
observer the absence of materials and 
resources for effective teaching of 
entrepreneurial education. 
 

In these secondary schools, 
entrepreneurial studies are not taught 
by professional teachers in 
entrepreneurial education. 
Entrepreneurial studies are taught by 
teachers in subjects like accountancy, 
economics, etc. In tertiary institutions, 
it is taught under general studies in 
some schools and are being taught by 
some teachers who are not specialists in 
entrepreneurial education. The 
implication of using non specialists in 
entrepreneurial education to teach 
entrepreneurial studies is that the 
students would only get little knowledge 
of the content area since the teachers are 
not well drilled on the content areas of 
entrepreneurship, for one does not give 
what he does not have. 
 

In addition to the above factors, 
many schools do not have workshop for 
the students to put theories into practice. 
They also lack equipment, tools and 
machines such as welding machines, 
printing machines, sewing machines 
etc. The resultant effect of the absence 
of materials and specialist teachers in 
the schools is that the required skills and 
knowledge associated with 
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entrepreneurial education will continue 
to be a mirage. 

 
Some secondary schools in rural 

areas do not have electricity. This 
affects the operation of some 
equipment that may be available in 
such schools. Even the schools in towns 
suffer from irregular power supply from 
electricity and this also affects the 
teaching and learning of entrepreneurial 
studies. 
 
Conclusion 

The introduction of entrepreneurial 
education in the school system is one of 
the important steps taken by the 
government to inculcate skills that 
would help in job creation and poverty 
reduction. Although the implementation of 
entrepreneurial education in schools has 
not received the desired attention because 
of many challenges, it has already made 
positive impact which in no distant time 
will manifest to a high economic profile 
of the state and the quest for white cola 
job will become an occasional opportunity 
since there is skill for self employment as 
well as for government service. 
 
The Way Forward 

For entrepreneurial education to be 
functional in schools and relevant to the 
students' life, materials for the teaching 
and learning of entrepreneurial education 
should be provided in schools. 
Entrepreneurial education should also be 
taught by specialists in entrepreneurial 
education. It should also be a department 
in all tertiary institutions instead of a 

course in general studies curriculum. 
Government should also provide 
electricity in rural communities. This will 
help rural schools use any available 
material for the teaching and learning of 
entrepreneurial education in the school 
workshop.  
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